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14 February 2020 

Dear Convener,  
 
APPROACH TO THE UPDATED CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
  
Thank you for your response, dated 20 January 2020, to our letter regarding 
timings as well as a joint approach towards scrutiny of the updated Climate 
Change Plan (CCP), expected at the end of April 2020. I welcome your support 
to collaborative scrutiny of the CCP. 
 
I am now writing to update you on the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform (ECCLR) Committee’s recent consideration of the CCP timing, 
following responses from each of the subject Committees. 
 
As noted in our previous letter, the Scottish Government will be producing an 
updated CCP in April and had suggested that Parliament complete its scrutiny 
of the CCP within 30 days. However, after considering this request, all four lead 
Committees (the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) 
Committee; Economy Energy and Fair Work (EEFW) Committee; Rural 
Economy and Connectivity (REC) Committee and; Local Government and 
Communities (LGC) Committee) expressed concerns with this timeframe. At its 
meeting on 4 February 2020, the ECCLR Committee considered that a period 
of 60 days was necessary to facilitate effective scrutiny. While the Committee 
recognises the need for urgency of action, it believes it is important that 
parliamentary committees have sufficient time to hear from stakeholders and 
report. The Committee also agreed that it is important that Parliament as a 
whole has an opportunity to consider both the updated CCP and the committee 
reports, via a parliamentary debate. A period of 60 days provides the necessary 
time to undertake this work and conclude scrutiny before the summer recess. 
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I have asked the clerks to the Committee to liaise with your clerking team to 
discuss the detail of a collaborative approach to scrutiny, including the 
approach to engagement and reporting. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  


